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Little, Brown 


Sharp, Margery 
GIPSY IN THE PARLOUR $3.50 
What starts off as kin to Joanna Godden - winds up closer to her own Foolish 
Gentlewoman, with an end result that is unsatisfactory. There is, at first meeting, 
the expected adroit characterization in the swift turn of phrase, interplay of per- 
ceptive analysis and gently barbed humor. And there it remains- the characters be- 
come static and the situations are played on the surface. Miss Sharp's gift for 
setting the stage does not fail her. The time is 1870; the place- the fabulous farm 
of the Sylvesters, in Devonshire. There we meet the famous sisters-in-law as they 
await the coming of the younger brother's betrothed. The parlour is a perfect "set"- 
complete to lustre and Turkey carpet. Then comes Miss Davis, a wholly wrong note. 
They do their best, but their best is not enough, and ultimately they find themselves 
with the misfit firmly entrenched, a neurotic invalid, with secret aspirations for 
power at cost to the whole Sylvester clan. Aunt Charlotte, blind to the truth of 
the matter, plays Fanny Davis' game until the small niece who tells the story turns 
Cupid- spills the applecart - and the truth is out. The finale is a let-down- but 
the approach has its moments of grandeur. While not top drawer Margery Sharp, it 


will undoubtedly prove popular. (LC: 54-5098) 


Three for the Money 


Jan de Hartog, with an unusual book- close to being successful, but not quite- THE 
LITTLE ARK (Harper); straight melodrama ina railroad yarn, ONE WAY TO ELDORADO by 
Hollister Noble (Doubleday); and Phyllis Gordon Demarest's THE NAKED RISK (Doubleday) 


revives a period scandal with sobriety. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-~ Fiction 


December 15 


Avalon 


Covert, Alice Lent 
LONG AGO, FAR AWAY $2.50 

A youthful mistake brings about an adult recapitulation when Ericka Shaw, 
about to marry dashing Patrick O'Connell, is confronted by the problem of the son of 
her earlier, secret marriage. Persuaded, against her will, to give the boy up for 


adoption after his father's death, Ericka agrees to try to help him when he is re- 
jected by his adoptive mother and her second husband. Young James not only wins her 
heart and love but alienates Patrick and shows Ericka the heart and love of another. 


An easy out for a mass audience. 
Avalon 


Saunders, Laura 
NO PLACE FOR A WOMAN $2.50 


Susie, widowed, and determined to keep her mother-in-law from taking the 


baby she wants to support herself, goes down south to the only tangible asset her 
husband has left her- a boat. In spite of the doubts of Bill Kendall, a very per- 
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sonable young man, and with the help of Frank- a young boy in love with her, she opens a 
store- on the boat; fends off the advances of undesirable characters; resists the charges © 
levelled by her mother-in-law and a possessive mother; and having proved herself, is 

ready for an easier life- with Bill. Florida,- maybe not tree-ripened, but a pleasant 


synthetic for the apathetic intelligence. Rentals. 





January 6 


Harper 
THE LITTLE ARK $2.75 


Not since I read High Wind in Jamaica by Richard Hughes have I found a writer 
who seemed able to draw children in terms of their odd detachment from adult conception 
of disaster and tragedy, their incredible streaks of cruelty, their perverted sense of 
humor. But where I cordially disliked Richard Hughes' children, I loved Jan de Hartog's 
orphans,- Jan Brink, who was an outcast at ten because he told mammoth lies, and Adinda, 
Indonesian half caste, both wards of a kindly parson in southwest Holland. The children's 
refuge was the church belltower, where they kept their treasures and hid their pets, a 
puppy, a kitten and a rabbit. And the belltower saved them when southwest Holland was 
swept by floodtides. Jan de Hartog has spared nothing in the realism of his melodramatic 
background (he went through the disaster himself in a privately owned ship converted into 
a floating hospital). But against the high drama of death at its crudest, of madness and 
violence, of humanity triumphant, he has told the story as it was seen and experienced by 
the children, and their ever-present pets. A completely original tale by a man who is 
first and last a dramatist. Perhaps you won't like it- but you'll read it through to the 


end. (LC: 53-11959) 


de Hartog, Jan 


January 7 


Demarest, Phyllis Gordon Doubleday 
THE NAKED RISK $3.95 


A post-Civil War scandal which involved Horace Greeley, Henry Ward Beecher, the 
Vice-President of the United States and others is followed in close and highly moral-ed 
detail as Abby Sage McFarland decides to leave her husband and is honorably courted by 
newspaperman Albert Deane Richardson. Mac's drunkenness, self-deceit, irresponsibility 
and brutality are hidden by Abby as she writes, gives recitations, and finally goes on the 
stage. But when she finally decides a divorce is necessary Mac turns vicious, shoots Rich- 
ardson and turns the years into shadowed threats of danger and vilification. Trying always 
to protect her sons and Richardson, Abby is driven to let Mac have Percy only to find that, 
the divorce a reality, Mac's promises mean nothing when he shoots Richardson again. Her 
deathbed marriage, Mac's ensuing trial for murder and his acquittal continue her ordeal 
and the return of Percy is the only saving grace. A woman's story that vindicates a stand 
against society in romantic sobriety. (LC: 54-5169) 


Neill, Robert Doubleday 
REBEL HEIRESS $3.95 


A 17th century romance brings two very pretty gentlemen, Carey Richard and Sir 
Giles Orton home to England, from exile in France, to right their fathers' wrongs and to 
win their fathers' lands. They are confronted not only by the Paget sisters, Barbara and 
Anne, but by the terrorization of Captain Carver, the highwayman, the enmity of the 
established roundheads and the mystery of Royal Oak tavern. Richard from walking stormily 
learns to walk warily and with the help of his new servant, Toby, an old soldier and a 
bright rascal, and effects a reconciliation in spite of Orton's swaggering and insolent 
ways. The mood and color in rustic England at the restoration of the monarchy, the 
conflict of religious beliefs and the inflammable loyalties - all are part of a double 





love story in which historical adventure has its part. Durable and dependable. (LC: 53-9993) 
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January 18 


Terrot, Charles Dutton 
THE ANGEL WHO PAWNED HER HARP $3.00 


The small miracles attendant on the visitation of a stranger with a harp to 
a pawnshop in an East London suburb bring about many changes in the lives she touches. 
Muboxodist Webman finds a new hobby in opening his collection of music boxes to a 
young people's club; his assistant Len is able to free himself from his mother's dom- 
ination, to prove himself a near-hero and to win the girl he wants; Sergeant Lane 
finds a good reason to indulge his love for music; and Ned Sullivan wins a bride. 
The doubts as to the visitor's identity vanish and return as her interventions seem 
out of this world at one moment and far too worldly at the next. A whim of iron 
keeps this fantasy earth-bound rather than air-borne. (LC; 54-5033) 


January 20 


Rennie, Ysabel Harper 
THE BLUE CHIP $3.50 « 


The rough life of the mining camps, and the phantom fascination of a big 
killing, is seen through the eyes of Thomas Parker, nine, who grew up with the country 
in the late 19th century and with his father's diehard dream. This is the story of 
the Blue Chip, a copper mine, which his father staked out and for which he secured 
the backing of the Bonanza King, Bow Miller, in a partnership which also included a 
lovable, cussed character, Thomas' Uncle Jake. The drifters, adventurers, and loose 
women who went along with them; the first months at the Blue Chip and the bright 
promise which is dimmed by a long litigation over the title; Uncle Jake buys a 
stickpin- in the flush of prosperity- which soon gives way to a long despondency- 
as well as a niggardly mistrust; the rich streak of copper, which is not rich enough 
for the troubles ahead as the market drops, a cave-in takes the life of many, in- 
cluding Uncle Jake, water hits the veins, and Bow Miller goes into bankruptcy. All 
this is the story of a mine, and the men whose hopes died with it, and while it may 
not hit the paydirt- there's a warmth and honesty to this return to a childhood which 
the author experienced, and has revitalized here. (LC: 53-11857) 


Wilkinson, Burke Little, Brown 
LAST CLEAR CHANCE $3.00 


A successor to Run, Mongoose follows a thin, dark thread of treason and 
the game played for survival stakes by Geoffrey Mildmay, a British adventurer of 
doubtful loyalties who comes back into the life of Bill Stacy (who tells his story) 
in 1951 through the front door of the Pentagon. Once again exposed to Mildmay's 
flippant, faithless charm, Bill is also introduced to his friends including Lady 
Sylvia Huntting, whose lost unhappiness attracts him; Cotton Craig, a power politi- 
cian now in limbo; and the Gales, Craig's neighbors, who alone have resisted his 
small time empire. Stacy's mistrust of Mildmay is confirmed by his association 
with Craig and Gale's accidental death; their subversive activities become more 
overt when Stacy is beaten up and locked up, and a General kidnapped; and the ugly 
ambitions of a disappointed politician end aboard a Russian submarine after an un- 
nerving run through dangerous waters.... An escape entertainment, this is attractively 
attired and manages some touch and go tremors over and above its obvious improbabil- 
ity. It's a bit thick, old boy. (LC: 54-5101) 


Morrow -Sloane 


Canning, Victor ‘ 
THE MAN FROM THE TURKISH SLAVE 2/24 $3.00 — 


Peter Landers, a Cornishman who has mucked up his jobs with the Freestone 
Line, grabs the last chance to wipe out his mistakes by signing on as third officer 
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aboard the Turkish Slave ag spy for the company. He gets his lead to the jewel smuggl- 
ing, is abandoned at sea, makes his way to Alvaro, an island 200 miles from Brazil and 
there, captivated by the life, Senhor Quisto and his daughter Tereza, and recognizing 
those conniving with the Turkish Siave, he stays on to find out the whole story of the 
South American Gence. Tereza and her father are willing but not dependable allies; there 
is more than one suspect and it takes a local celebration and a tidal wave to find all 
the links in a long chain. Adventure in a near-paradise that has color and momentum. 


(LO; 54-5545) 
January 21 


Doubleday 
LUCKY JIM $2.95 3, 


A miniature of English college life follows Jim Dixon, lecturer in medieval 
history, and his perturbations, romantic and professional, through all his social and 
academic experiences. There is Margaret, to whom he feels a commitment; Professor Welch, 
upon whom his reappointment hangs; there is Christine, with whom he falls in love but who 
is engaged to hated Bertrand; Christine's uncle, Gore-Urquhart, who turns out to be an 
understanding deus ex machina; there are musical parties, week-ends, and the tight, donnish 
circle in which teapot tempests rage. Dixon is a face-maker, an audience-player, and his 
devices often rebound so that his climaxing speech is a fiasco of uncontrolled character- 
izations which puts him beyond any hope of remaining at the College. Gore-Urquhart's offer 
a job permits him to brush off the departmental dust and depart - with Christine. Absolute 
anglophiles may find this gay and sportive but the average American reader could dismiss it 


as an arid intellectual exercise. (LC: 5356) 


Gerson, Noel B. Doubleday as 
THE IMPOSTOR $3.50 75 


A late 17th century story of an opportunist takes its color from the West Indian 
Colony which is the background for a conspiracy against the Crown. Jeremy Stone, now 
free after having been an indentured gunsmith, makes the most of the chance to impersonate 
Terence Bartlett, nephew of Sir Arthur, Governor General of the Colony, and is permitted 


Amis, Kingsley 








5D 


of 





to continue his masquerade by Caroline, Duchess of Glasgow, to whose service he has commited 


himself. Sir Arthur, apprised of his imposture, condemns him to Death Island, but the 

help of two women provides him with escape. He convalesces among the Maroons, learns of 
Caroline's treachery, and, informing Sir Arthur, is allowed to redeem himself in the battle 
to come. A quake finishes off both the little war and Port Royal and Jeremy is returned to 
New York with a respectable future ahead of him. An activation of history that eyes swords 
and guns more lovingly than the female form. Sturdy. (LC 54-5299) 


Graham, Alice Walworth Doubleday 
INDIGO BEND $375 /$3.95 


Mississippi and again Natchez (Natchez Woman- Romantic Lady) for the postbellum 
activities of the south, poor but proud, and the attempt to redeem and salvage land and 
lives. This is the story of Louise, a woman of considerable character, whose husband had 
been lost in the war, and whose brother, Alan, had been badly crippled. They leave Natchez 
for the farm at Indigo Bend in an attempt to keep it from the Yankee, Sanders, who holds 
the mortgage. There is the unhappy love affair of Medora, a cousin, and her desertion; a 
yellow fever epidemic in which Louise endangers her life- and that of her son- to nurse the 
children of the man she hates; the happier resolution of Alan'‘s life with his marriage to 
the doctor's daughter- which leaves Louise free to return to the house in Natchez; her own 
attraction to Wayne, almost eleven years younger, and the denial of that love after he has 
married pretty, petulant Dolly; etc. etc. All this is an expansive story of the period- 
and there's lots of stiffening in this here crinoline which is fully fashioned- for rent. 


(LC: 54-5218) 












November 15, 1953 Fiction ~-Th 7 



















January 21 


e@ Noble, Hollister Doubleday 
ONE WAY TO ELDORADO $3.50 


* Swell reading- for anyone who is even remotely interested in the drama of 
railroading - this is a contemporary story of gangsterism, ambush, abandoned mines, 
and of a great railroad operating across a mountain pass in the worst winter since 
'87. Melodrama it may be, but the reader is carried along with the pace of story, 
as Howard Bierce, top executive of the Great Western, finds an unplanned vacation 
at Eldorado Pass violently interrupted by a succession of crises in the field to 
which he has dedicated his life. That he had seized the chance to escape immediate 
decision as to whether that would continue to be his life has little to do with 
what happens, after the doubletake of the opening chapter. There's romance, too, 
fairly synthetic as compared with the dominant theme of the story and the challenge 
of the forces of nature to the power of man. The author, whose Woman With a Sword 
was a surprise best seller back in 1948, has long been a railroad fan, and shares 
his passion with his readers. Often, in the pages of his story, his locomotives 
are more real than his characters. Not a very profound book, but very absorbing 
entertainment. (LC: 54-5178) 


Malaquais, Jean Doubleday 
THE JOKER $3.95 


The only way in which this novel can be understood is to accept at the 
start one of two things:- either it is an elaborate nightmare - or it is symbolism 
carried to the nth degree. There's a kind of logic in its illogic. Pierre Javelin, 
cosmetic salesman, goes progressively through the steps of losing his identity - and 

@ with the complete turn of the wheel, accepts the loss with all its concomitants (his 
apartment is occupied by strangers, his wife has disappeared and when discovered 
does not see him, his signature is denied, his name is not accepted, his job is 
gone) - but retains, or perhaps regains, the right to be himself. The only real 
person he encounters in his progress though his nightmarish non-existence is Theresa 
who recognizes his right to be. The title- as it was in the original French - 

One Against the City, suggests that the City is the darkness of the world, and Pierre 
is man striving to emerge into some conviction of his right to be. What is the mar- 
ket? An illusory one, for few will be persuaded to take this modern parable as it 
stands, with acceptance of it as such - without conclusion. For at the end, Pierre 
has faced and been denied, by all the strange characters he has encountered; he has 
no accepted identity, no money, no place. Only the cat, Solomon, grants him recogni- 
tion as a living being. And with the cat- and his belief in himself- he departs. 

(Ic: 54-5172) 















Little, Brown 


Pugh, John J. oa 
CAPTAIN OF THE MEDICT $3.75 










In the tradition of the swashbuckling romances, John Pugh has told a yarn 
of the days when Florence was a pawn in the hands of traitors, within and without, 
and the Medicis had yet to come into their own. For those who liked Prince of Foxes 
(Shellabarger), here is a book to be recommended. Pietro Lucca was meanly born, 

and thrown out by his father when he was unseemly enough to become involved in a 
quarrel with a noble. But Pietro was not downed, and by dint of sheer courage and 
ability became a Captain in the famed Black Bands under Giovanni de'Medici. Pietro's 
loyalties were sorely tested when the Tuscan troops were defeated and he was offered 
another chance by Valori, advisor to the Pope in Rome. There was poison in the 

offer- but Pietro was a soldier of fortune and thought he could play both sides. 

His belief was shattered- his role of would-be betrayer ate into his conscience- and 
when he had the chance to redeem himself he took it, and served gallantly in the 
rescue of his strategically placed castle of Aquila del Monte - and of Florence it- 
self. Costume drama of perhaps better than average quality, zestfully told.(LC:53-7310) 
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Weldon, John Lee Random House @ 
THUNDER IN THE HEART $3.00 


A sodden personal history is a fragmentation of the fading hopes of a fallen 
woman and retraces the wayward steps of Zalphia, a waitress in a Birmingham cafe by day- 
a whore by night, who is still, at 30, looking for the love which will be a little more 
than lust. And as she abandons herself- but not her dream of a man who will marry her- to 
a pickup, her thoughts take her back to the farm; to her mother who tried to drown her 
sorrow but just swam in it; to her brother and his inverted practices; to Whit, the colored 
hired hand, and the relationship he was forced to endure with her mother which was to cost 
them both their lives; to her own first love for Ronald, and the plans for marriage which 
ended with her pregnancy- aborted as it was after her mother laid a hard hand on her---- 
this is all a sequence of uncontrolled desire and spent emotion. Not a new type southern 
decadent- but if possible, more organic. (LC: 54-5390) 





Wertenbaker, Charles ” Random House 
DEATH OF KINGS 1| 8 $3.95, | 


Fifteen years of the "revolution of our times" are caught in this gripping 

novel of the top executives of a big opinion-forming magazine, men who believed, at the | 

start, in common ideals, common goals. That they found themselves caught in the mesh of 

economic pressure, ambition, aspiration, fear, the changing wind of international polit- | 

ics, the shifting focus of the march of history, all this is the tragedy of this story. | 

That Charles Wertenbaker has punctuated the major thesis of the book with the often tawdry | 

sex life of his characters, in a kaleidoscope of changing partners, weakens- for this 

reader (as it will for many others) the basic significance of the challenge he poses. It 

may make for bigger sales - but it muddies the waters of its true values. The telling @ | 

has immense vigor, a sense of mission that does not sacrifice the pace of story. Most of | 

the characters- particularly some of the minor ones- are vividly alive. Try as you read 

to divorce your imagination from attempts to identify these characters with people in the 

headlines of politics and radio and the magazine world. See it instead as a human docu- 

ment of people of our times, of issues we all recognize, of standards on trial. The book | 
| 
| 





is bigger than the cheapness of some of its facets. (IC: 53-502) 


LOOPHOLE * RIGMAROLE * REMOTE CONTROL 


December 15 


Miller, Frank Avalon 
TEJAS COUNTRY $2.50 


A one-man mission is angled to fact and manned by an unshaved, roughshod company 
of pirates, outlaws, Indians and mustangers- but primarily Kentuckian Choate Wilber who 
is sent to the Tejas country on a reconnaissance assignment for Jefferson and the Union. 
On the tightrope between the French and the Spanish, Wilber gets through to this territory, 
brings back not only his information but also a herd of mustangs in the teeth of the 
Comanches.... Muy hombre- phooey history. 


Wilmer, Dale Mystery House-Bouregy & Curl 
DEAD FALL $2.50 


The underworld in industry boils up when Thomas Cord takes over as security 
officer for a southern California aircraft plant and tangles with multi-curved (and temper- 
ed) personnel officer, Lenore Eden. His predecessor dead, half the plans of a new ma- 
chine stolen, intramural dissension - and Cord manages a solution - and a conciliation - @ 
for an incurious satisfaction. For them as likes it. | 
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January 7 






‘Coles, Manning Doubleday 
@ ALL THAT GLITTERS $2.75 




























Thomas Elphinstone Hambledon, fencing with the Russian M.V.D. in and out 
of the Berlin zone when the theft of some seemingly unimportant papers extends to 
the expected aplomb. Still limber- but are you? (LC: 54-5271) 


January 8 


Roth, Holly Simon & Schuster 
THE CONTENT ASSIGNMENT $2.50 


John Terrant, free lance English newspaperman and not of the stuff of which 
dangerous living is made, concentrates on his search for the vanished Ellen Content 
| and lands himself, Scotland Yard and the FBI in more than one kettle of many kinds of 
| fish. He tracks her from Berlin to America, reveals an impersonation and, indulging 
his beautiful simplicity, finds her. Catchy lead off to a good lead on. (IC: 53-10808) 


January 19 


Fox, James M. Little, Brown 
DARK CRUSADE $3.00 


James Fox has deserted Johnny Marshall and his Suzy for the more sinister 
figure of Steve Harvester, cloak and dagger man, who seems doomed to return again 
and again to a role he'd hope to lose. This bears earmarks of the start of a new 

© series- as Steve is assigned successive hair-raising ventures- espionage and counter-~- 
espionage, with the cover people in Europe's social milieu as antagonists. Often 
fluffing his job, Steve somehow comes out alive and successful, only to find himself 
caught up in something else. The stage embraces both sides of the Atlantic, but 

| Paris-to-Holland-and-back provides most of the thrills. Some pretty sloppy writing 

| at times, but the tug of the story carries one through. (LC: 54-5105) | 


| Wade, Henry Macmillan 
TOO SOON TO DIE $2.50 


Colonel Jarrod, who only has six months to live but needs a year- to save 
the family estate from crippling death duties- arranges for a life after death through 
a facsimile- his brother. An investigation by the Inland Revenue brings in the Yard- 
which after turning up negative evidence- brings in the proof of murder and the in- 
tent to fraud. British, consistent, persistent, and to the point. 






January 20 





William Sloane 


McConnaughey, James 
THREE FOR THE MONEY $2.75 








Hal Pryor, travelling fast- and alone- after an attempt has been made against 
the life of Timmy, his stepson, and his wife has been murdered. Lt. Moon, who has the 
evidence he needs against Pryor- but gives in to a still, small voice of doubt, allows 
Pryor to escape for the upstate search in which he saves his own life, and Timmy's.... 
ABC- but whee. (LC: 54-5544) 
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January 21 


Pangborn, Edgar Doubleday @ 
A MIRROR FOR OBSERVERS $2.95 ~ 


A concern for mankind and the battle between good and evil, in terms of the 
future - and the future beyond that-, replace the usual superscience focus as the emissary 
of the Counselor comes to earth in 1963 and 1972 to counter the challenge of Namir who 
hates the human race. Following Angelo and Sharon, Elmis is successful in seeing humanity 
redeem and justify itself, in spite of corruption and plague. Philosophy rather than 
gimmicks here, for a more serious market. (LC: 54-5352) 





Rinehart 
WILD TALENT $2.50 


That new race, at home in telekinesis and teleportation,is exemplified by Paul 
Breen who exposes his gift too early. His pre-knowledge is made use of by the military 
and he becomes a prisoner in Washington. There he develops his powers, sees his trusted 
companions made away with and, in acting as a super-spy net, is revealed to a similarly 
endowed heart interest who works for their mutual safety. Pre-cognition and ESP in 


intelligent terms. (ILC: 53-10921) 
N ON - ri £F f 


Tucker, Wilson 


Special Note: ThereJs not a pbredictable seller in the lot this time Our money 1S on 

James Dugan's THE GREAT IRON SHIP (Harper), but the market is a special one; Dos Passos 

should be high on the list with his THE HEAD AND HEART OF THOMAS JEFFERSON (Doubleday) 

but we found it vastly overrated; B‘NDOOL1 by J. H. Williams (Doubleday) will build on 

the success of its predecessor, ELEPHANT BILL That's the lot Reports follow. e 


December 7 


Taylor, Harold Henry Schuman 
ON EDUCATION AND FREEDOM $4.00 


The ideas on education with which the young president of Sarah Lawrence College 
strikes forth vigorously, incisively and with that special optimism an educator must 
possess - the belief in man's potentialities - will provide foci for talking and acting 
on the part of all deeply concerned with education on the college level. Convinced that 
the purpose of liberal education is to make people free and to keep them that way, that 
the major issue of American education is whether colleges can remain free as they must 
to achieve this end, President Taylor discusses education from the viewpoint of a democrat, 
humanist and empiricist who feels that principles and experience must be joined to achieve 
meaningful learning. He considers the roles and responsibilities of the college president 
and of the teachers, the need for them to be policy makers and to stand on their convic- | 
tions in face of social-political-cultural pressures from without; the education of women; 
the conservative patterns of education presented at Harvard and Chicago - conservative in 
that he feels they fail to follow the pattern of human development which must be taken 
into account in a meaningful experience for young adults; the place of creative arts in the 
learning process; the problem of academic freedom and Communism. Stimulating. 


January 7 


Henkin, Leo J. Henry Holt 
FIVE STEPS TO WORD MASTERY $4.95 @ 


Practical and sentimental rather than deep, this does not trudge the long hard 
road but passes rather lightly toward the acquisition of a vocabulary of words, expressions 
and quotations with which a person may thrill and captivate an audience, and never have 
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to fall back on repetitions. Tests and exercises are in each chapter,and by subject 
the five steps deal with increasing vocabulary, mastering troublesome words, how to 
avoid mistakes in grammar and idioms, getting a storehouse of proverbial sayings (on 
which the author places far more value than we would), and getting a storehouse of 
familiar quotations. Though some of the first chapters, especially the material on 
synonyms, antonyms, derivations and changes in meaning, have their good points, their 
framework, and that of the rest, seems designed as a limit, rather than a basis for 
further expansion of knowledge- for the relatively uneducated person for whom the book 
is designed. There have been better books. 


January 11 


Chester, Edmund A. Holt 
A SERGEANT NAMED BATISTA $3.50 


The story of Batista is at once the story of the Republic of Cuba- in her 
first years, and of the man who through military and revolutionary means exercised a 
stabilizing influence at a time of national nervousness. Farm born, precocious, rebel-~- 
lious, and eager to learn- Batista moved away from his home into military service - 
and it was he- during the tyrannical Machado regime- who engineered its bloodless over-~- 
throw. With no desire for personal power, Batista then stepped aside, but was named 
Chief of Army and as such served as ade facto ruler through the troubled thirties and 
helped to innovate many reforms and social benefits. President of Cuba from 1940 to 
1944, Batista saw to it that a clean election followed the end of his term, and again 
left public life- this time to return to power ‘tn 1952 with the second coup d'etat to 
end a corrupt government..... A man on horseback- with a sure control over the 
incendiary conditions he created, hated, admired,- his life is told here with more 
favor than fear by a friend and veteran reporter in Latin America. But the combusti- 
bility of his career is not reflected in the handling. (LC: 53-10728) 


MacMillan, Donald D. Holt 
GOOD TASTE IN HOME DECORATION $5.95 


A good one-volume self-help course in interior decoration, this has compress- 
ed in its pages an enormous amount of information. The things to stress in recommend- 
ing this are:- (1) the acceptance of the fact that individual taste, the limitations 
of purse, the existence of a mixed assortment of furniture to begin with make wholesale 
home decoration from scratch undesirable and improbable; (2) the possibility of giving 
yourself a professional touch; (3) the importance of knowing certain background facts 
about period, quality, taste, etc. These, to some extent, distinguish this volume 
from many of its competitors, particularly in the handling which is commonsense, 
practical, and never condescending. Parson School of Design background for both author 
and illustrator, Marvin Culbreth, whose spot drawings in line are more informative than 


they are decorative. 


Ouspensky, P. D. Knopf 
THE PSYCHOLOGY OF MAN'S POSSIBLE EVOLUTION $2.50 


Through a series of five lectures, the Russian philosopher whose writings 
include Tertium Organum and most recently In Search of the Miraculous(October 1, 1949- 
p. 567) considers the "forgotten science of psychology". Disregarding the study of 
man as he is or seems to be, with which the modern schools concern themselves, he turns 
to the study of man as he may be, what man's evolution means and the question of 
whether there are special conditions necessary to achieve it. The theory and lin- 
guistics presented here are far beyond the reach or inclination of this Freud-oriented 


reader. For followers and seekers. 
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January 18 


Davidson, Louis B. Crowell 
& Doherty, Eddie STRANGE CRIMES AT SEA $3.95 


A dozen tales of marine events, adventures and legal battles, proceed in time 
from Caesar to the decisive part of the Potemkin in Russian history. The bold taking of 
the Worcester in Scottish water uncovers the story of piracy; Bligh makes his famous 
voyage from the Bounty, Captain Joseph Wall pursues his career of cruelty; Jean Lafitte's 
piratical deeds color New Orleans' story; the treasure of bullion and specie is recovered 

from the sunken Thetis; mutiny on the Somers ends in hangings; the price for slave trad- 
ing takes its toll in death just before the Civil War; murder haunts the Herbert Fuller 
in 1896. The simplification and dramatization lend a certain theatricality to incidents 
in which the facts are melodramatic enough and may not please the serious maritime stu- 
dent but there's a sufficiency of high seas and forecastle adventuring here. (LC 53-8430) 





Blair, Clay, Jr. Holt 
THE ATOMIC SUBMARINE AND ADMIRAL RICKOVER $3.50 


A warmly biassed biography of a man with a mission and one whose Naval career 

was strewn with flayed subordinates and superiors, this concentrates on the project of a 
"true" gubmarine which resulted in the nuclear powered Nautilus, to be launched 1 January, 
954. An Annapolis graduate, undiplomatic, urgent, a driving doer, Rickover got the 

hance for study at Oak Ridge and there, with his picked Naval Group, considered himself 
head man for the submarine program. Top brass opposition did not stop him, the Naval Group 
made fast progress, firmed up at Los Alamos, and his unorthodox methods of dealing with 7 
civiliens and industrialists curled official hair. But interest was aroused, the Wautilus | 
became a fait accompli and Rickover at last was promoted to Rear-Admiral. Technicalities 
head this to a science-minded audience but do not hinder the portrayal of a forceful i 
personality. Illustrated. (LC: 53-9548) © 





January 20 | 


Crowell 
RED DUST OF KENYA $3.50 


* A very fresh and very feminine love story is told with deceptively simple charm 
by a lady born and bred bourgeois Swiss who followed her heart and her Englishman to Kenya. 
In episode-fashion she hops continents to tell of her girlhood under Mama's determined 
hand, how Mama wanted her to marry Marti, a friend of longstanding who would be a doctor 
and live in the best house in town, and how she stood her ground and married the man she 
bad met at fifteen. In Kenya she experienced the terrible boredom of a wife uninterested 
in the pursuits of farming and hunting which occupied the men and at the same time reliev- 
ed of household duties by native servants. The land itself, with its stark plains, across 
which the dust blew like an army of lost souls and where danger was always at hand, made 
a deep impression after the close green Alp country. But Lyse's admiration for her John 
as he struggled through drought and flood to succor a crop and her devotion to him led to 
the realization of her own involvement in his farming project when, at the moment of 
departure for a visit home, the locusts destroy the crop. Ladies' fare. 


Simpson, Alyce 


William, Kitay Crowell 
NEW FACTS ABOUT BURSITIS $2.95 


With bursitis on the increase, there are a few warning words on putting your 
shoulder to the household job which may cripple it- before getting on with the known facts 
about this ailment. What it is and whom it affects; the two types- acute and chronic; 
symptoms; types of therapy (drugs; x-ray; diathermy; massage; heat; ultrasound); home care, @& 
attitudes, precautionary measures, exercises- all this is angled towards the sufferer (and 
his long-suffering family) of whom there are 2,500,000 to provide a market. 
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January 20 


Dugan, James Harper 
THE GREAT IRON SHIP $3.50.~ 


* Report repeated from p. 525 of the August lst bulletin, as follows: "The 
history of the ill-starred, erratic Great Eastern, the largest ship built before the 
20th century, provides a tragi-comic saga of a ship often very much at sea, and an 
often delightful documentary in its incidental material. Launched in England in 1858, 
the world watched her construction and early career with almost unparalleled intensity 
but the ship never came up to the expectations held. Her cost was so staggering that 
she was never properly finished; her huge size was responsible for her ramming or 
sinking of approximately a dozen smaller ships; she brought financial disaster to 
almost every group of owners- and many people lost their lives while associated with 
her. Her one moment of fame, rather than notoriety, came when she was the ship from 
which the first Atlantic cable was laid. There's considerable humor here- which does 
not quite conceal the careful research which has preceded the writing- but does brighten 
the annals of fiasco and failure which include mutinies and bankruptcies, lawsuits and 
losses, and a wake of death. And the flag is dipped to Isambard Brunel and John Scott 
Russell who conceived the Great Hastern and became heroic- while their defeat was 
tragic- in the accomplishment of their titanic enterprise.... A sure masculine market 
with strong popular possibilities." The Wew Yorker has run much of this material. 


(LC: 53-7732) 
Link, Arthur S. Harper 
WOODROW WILSON AND THE PROGRESSIVE ERA $5.00 


The latest volume in Harper's New American Nation Series is a perceptive . 
historian's well-versed and readable analysis of a period he pictures as the basis of 
the New Deal philosophy. By discussing earlier trends- socialism and the Rooseveltian 
tirades against big business, Link firmly grounds his premise for setting the beginn- 
ings of progressivism in the Wilson era, and then moves with ease into his two main 
tasks- first to show the solving of the dilemma between the new freedom and nationalism 
and secondly, how the progressives were drawn into international relations and the 
European War. As Wilson, not a true crusader but relatively free and with few political 
and economic ties, came into the picture, there followed a lowered tariff, reorganized 
currency systems, a strengthening of anti-trust acts. But it was in foreign relations 
where the more missionary aspect of his policies operated- so much so that intervention 
in the Mexican Revolution earned enemies before the vacillation in neutrality towards 
Europe had run its course and ended in Wilson's wholehearted internationalism. A brisk, 
fruitful study, illustrated with maps and cartoons. (LC: 53-11849) 

January 20 af2) 
Collis, John Stewart “ Morrow-S loane 


THE TRIUMPH OF THE TREE $3.50 


"The ministry of trees in the government of nature” is the subject of this 
historical view of the arboreal kingdom from its origins to current problems of con- 
servation. The first plants and their development into forests, which in turn were 
venerated in mythology and animistic beliefs, through the centuries led into the economic 
age in which, with natural equilibrium destroyed and the natural order rejected by 
man, the "conquest of nature” has’ resulted in near-defeat for civilization. In proving 
how the sins against the laws of earth have despoiled half the wealth of natural re- 
sources, he goes on to show how the new concepts of ecology will help to keep mankind 
in balance with his environment. An impressive accounting of the intimate quality of 
the relationship of trees to man and his need of them to exist, this has the warmth 
and fervor of an ardent champion and a lyricism in its prose. Besides its obvious 
market it should have an attraction for the Carson and Cousteau readers. (LC: 54-5546) 
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January 20 





Morrow-Whiteside @ 
YOU'RE THE SPEAKER $2.50 


Definitely a how-to-do-it book, a sort of concentrated course in the practical 
know-how of public speaking. The author has given training courses for those who take 
part in conferences, discussions, public meetings. The result- a succinct, useful book 
of advice and suggestion and instruction, with ample practice material. Some of her intro- 
ductory sections contain data only too often ignored, as for example, advice on getting 
information about the audience, the place and time of meeting, transportation, accomoda- 
tion, length of talk, question period, and so on. Less out of the ordinary is the main 
body of the text- the preparation of the speech, but throughout there are good, commonsense 
ideas, workable suggestions. All the usual advice is here on timing, voice control, plat- 
form apnearance, etc. Although the background for the book is British, there is rarely 
any indication that the substance is not equally applicable for Americans. 


January 21 


Gough, Vera 


Doubleday 
THE HEAD AND HEART OF THOMAS JEFFERSON Pre $4.50; Post $5.00 


Report repeated from p. 654 of the September 15th bulletin, as follows: "While 
this may fit into a niche for those who demand every minute facet of the Jefferson data, 
the average reader will find it neither good Jefferson nor good Dos Passos. It is 
difficult to cut through the verbiage to the thesis. It is certainly not biography; the 
text ends abruptly with the withdrawal of Jefferson and his daughter from the yellow fever- 
ridden Philadelphia of the Washington administration. The author researches in the back- 
grounds of two continents to explore the roots of events on both sides of the water, but 
frankly- to one reader at least- throws little light on events or personalities in their 
actual relationship to the creation of a living portrait. A disappointing book, which 
scarcely rates the publisher's claim as ‘the most revealing one-volume book on Jefferson 


yet written'.” (LC: 53-9128) 


Dos Passos, John 


Gabor, Eva Doubleday he 
ORCHIDS AND SALAMI $300 2) 45 


The word from the "Gaboratory" is sharp, emphatic rather than oomphatic, and 
to the point. From Budapest, where Grandpapa's utterances were the beginning of wisdom, 
and life, even in ‘teen age romancing, was restricted, to England and, via her first 
marriage, to Hollywood, the road takes a turn as she sets her heart on moving pictures. 
The ordeal with weight, language and schooling, the grade B pictures and the disillusioning 
when stardom doesn't materialize, the periods of “chronic liberty” and the descent on New 
York, where theater and TV - and glamorizing - snowball. There's the ordeal of houseown- 
ing and remodeling, the ridiculous aspects of the glamour angles, the ambition to be an 
actress rather than photographers’ cheesecake - and a word of two about Mama and her 
sisters. No smooth Hungarian Tokay here, more of a Pepsicola bubble for a personality 
willing to divorce itself from its publicity. Entertaining though not enduring. (LC: 54-5170) 


Williams, J. H. Doubleday 
BANDOOLA 2/ /¢ $3295 50 


The author extends some of the material in Flephant Bill (1950) to tell the 
story of the elephant, Bandoola, and of his trainer, Po Toke, and give another section of 
Burmese life. When Bandoola was born and Po Toke a young elephant boy, training elephants 
was cruel and vicious and Po Toke determined to prove that kindness could guide a captive © 
born animal to the height of its powers. Here is the story of that training and of 
Bandoola's response and the long career that ended, for him and Po Take, in something of 
a mystery. And throughout the years is the picture of jungle living, the many white men 
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whe were defeated - or successful - in answering its challenge, the gallery of the 
"oozies" and their beasts, and the many tasks which the elephants accomplished, up 
through World War II. A pleasant. and interesting companion to the earlier book in 
which natural and human history are amicably combined. Illustrations by Henry C. 
Pitz. (LC: 54-5171) 

January 21 


Gordon, Richard Harcourt, Brace 
DOCTOR AT SEA $3.00 


A successor to Doctor in the House takes an unsteady step aboard the Lotus, 
for a therapeutic convalescence from a prospective mesalliance which had left him a 
trifle peckish. The Lotus is a “floating" (in gin) "warehouse", not unlucky- but a 
little accident prone, and he is his own first patient during the first few days which 
find him violently seasick. And after a rather alarming account of his predecessor 
(a souse), Gordon's practice settles down to a routine of v.d.'s, d.t.'s, and the 
preservation of the health of the Captain's stomach- his gastric mornings have wide- 
spread effects. He prepares for an acute appendectomy- and the crew prepares for the 
last rites; he escapes the overindulgence of a shore leave in Santos- but pays heavily 
in other ways; the Captain, increasingly morose, suggests a diagnosis- syphilis- and 
a possibly overeager interpretation of the symptoms enables him to certify him as 
insane- and put him ashore in the Canary Islands. The return trip, to England, is 
accomplished in greater harmony..... The casual impudence of the earlier book brightens 
the unprofessional annals here; they are perhaps less substantial- but you will find 
no morbid tissue- only o careless state of euphoria. The market for the first book 
provides an easy prognosis. (LC: 54-529) 


Sothern, E. H, Rinehart 
JULIA MARLOWE 'S STORY $3.50. 


This biography, which Julia Marlowe's husband has transposed to the first 
person, constitutes a testament to the art of acting and the American theater of the 
late 19th and early 20th century when Marlowe was one of the great stars. It is an 
embellished story of ambition, effort, endurance and purpose and carries a stage- 
struck youngster from Ohio and children's companies to New York and Europe as a first 
lady of the profession. There is much about study and training, particularly voice, 
great emphasis on rehearsals, roles and performances and the long miles of touring. 
And from the dressing room, fellow players make their entrances and their exits with 
producers, managers and citizens of the ordinary world, as her authority in Shakespeare 
achieves its peak, and as co-starring with Sothern becomes a permanent association. 
There's pride and delight in her 46 years behind the footlights and underneath the 
greasepaint there's a warm, understanding woman. A very personal note in the field 
of theatrical biography. Illustrated. (LC: 53-10923) 


January 25 


Truscott, Lt. General L. K. Dutton 
COMMAND MISSIONS; 4A Personal Story $7.50 


For the tactician and the historian who wishes yet another view point of the 
allied campaigns in North Africa, Italy and the beginnings of European occupation, one 
of its important generals presents his own detailed and very fair minded story. A man 
with a good service record but no battle experience, General Truscott was summoned to 
Washington early in 1942 to be commissioned to Mountbatten's commando forces in Britain. 
Dieppe was the main event that preceded his duties in North Africa, from which point 
he was placed in charge of the 3rd Infantry Division for the invasions of Sicily and 
Italy. With them he went to Anzio, was given command of the VI Corps at Anzio and then 
saw action in Southern France. Subsequent duty, again in Italy, was followed with a 
return to Europe, in place of Patton at Frankfurt, where he performed his own part, 
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though soon cut short by heart trouble, in the German occupation. Fine points, a certain 


facility of phrase, expert and lengthy military analysis not only of battle tactics but 
the concurrent factors of morale, nationality and,in a limited way, politics, and honest @ 
0 


(LC: 53-1086 





criticism mark a reliable addition to World War II history. Maps and charts. 


January 28 
Little, Brown 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT: THE ORDEAL $6.00 


The second of a projected six volume biography, based largely on the papers and 
records in the Hyde Park Library collection. The first volume, 7he Apprenticeshi> carried 
through the years as assistant secretary of the Navy; this goes back only enough to pick up 
the threads of the last part of that era, and forward to the election as Governor of New 
York. It seemed slow in getting under way, overburdened with footnote references, and lack- 
ing the zest and freshness of the first volume. Perhaps because this period has been cover- 
ed in greater detail and more often. However, about one quarter through, the telling 
gathers momentum, and the overwhelming vitality of Roosevelt's personality carries it along. 
There is some material that will have news value for many- some must be put down to con- 
clusions drawn. Roosevelt's business career had a good deal of new material, for most 
readers, with indications of some of the lack of balance that came out in his later career. 
But the long period of battle against polio- and the personal and spiritual victory- is 
never stale. Changing attitudes and growth in the man are evident throughout and add 
stature to any portrait. (Particularly because Freidel is fully aware of the weaknesses 


as well as the strengths). 


Freidel, Frank 


January 29 


Merritt, Robert D. Simon & Schuster 
FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE THROUGH COMMON STOCKS $3.95 © 


For the man who would go into the street, this trades on the current trend toward 
common stocks which have lost much of their speculative stigma and is an appraisal of the 
market and the individual investment. Planning and some general points of selection, not 
in terms of “beating the market"; selling- when the market is rising- and vice versa; gaug- 
ing the value of the particular stock- and the special considerations on market leaders, 
growth stocks, Canadian stocks, undervalued issues, investment trusts, bonds and preferreds, 
etc. And finally the theory and practice of buying and selling, the relation of the market 
to business and world conditions, and the long-term forecast will give you some fundamentals 
of finance...... An informing and reassuring manual which will enable you to secure secure 
securities as a saving- rather than a speculation- the market here is a steady one. 


January ?? 


Lederer, William J. Norton 
SPARE TIME ARTICLE WRITING FOR MONEY $2.95 


If this title leads you to expect that here is a way to shortcut earning plus 
income by using your spare time, this book is not for you. For here is a professional 
writer talking to professional writers- or to those who view the subject seriously enough 
to want to revise their living habits so as to become professional writers. Mr. Lederer 
believes it can be done, given the momentum, the persistence, the ideas and the know how. 
And this is the best guide to acquiring these prerequisites that I have seen. He goes into 
every aspect, from recognition of what constitutes a good subject and how to arrive at the 
right market, to the step-by-step procedure of research, developing the idea, techniques 
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of approach, techniques of writing. Very important is the querying of editors before 
getting into the actual writing. Very important too, for the part-time writer, is 
the problem of finding- and properly using- time. Agents, editors ~ and the reading 
© public, will bless Mr. Lederer if his book is read and observed by aspirants to the 
literary fraternity. His belief that there are many potential writers who don't 
realize their potentialities - and could capitalize on them, with the aid of this book, 
is considerably less important than its use by those who are already writing and 
satisfied with mediocrity. This should be imperative reading for everyone of them. 




















January ?7 


Feininger, Andreas Prentice-Hall 
SUCCESSFUL PHOTOGRAPHY $3.95 


Report repeated from p. 204 of the 3/15 bulletin, as follows: "For the 
serious amateur who knows a little more than he did when he first heard the fateful 
word, here is an exhaustive treatment of basic principles to read, mark, learn and 
inwardly digest. Starting with a series of chapters showing the many interrelation- 
ships between the elements of photography- (speed, light, lens, diaphragm, focal 
length) and of development- (exposure, timing and temperature) Mr. Feininger uses this 
as a@ background to discuss specific techniques and equipment. Cameras, films, acces- 
sories, how to take a picture, how to use artificial light, to build a darkroom, to 
develop, to print, to select a second hand camera- are sections packed with good 
advice. For ardent converts, there are pretty conclusive details on the chemistry 
of development and how to mix solutions from separate ingredients. Other points to 
notice; it's not a light-toned, chatty book for quick shots; the author is selling 
nothing but facts; and it's topped off with an illumined philosophy- communication 
and the thrill of doing it. A reliable text in its field, with many charts and 

e diagrams and illustrated- with photographs." (LC: 53-5731) 


Two Gift Books— Late Comers 










Durant, John & Alice A. S. Barnes 
PICTORIAL HISTORY OF AMERICAN SHIPS $10.00 






A mammoth "do" of American Vessels “on the high seas & inland waters” from 
early Indian canoes to superliners, by a well known commercial writer with the 
assistance of his wife's photography and picture editing. Done in the same pattern 
as his Pictorial History of American Sports, this has a sprightly, not-too-informa- 
tive running commentary of text, and a multitude of illustrations- wherein its value 
lies. Canoes, Viking ships, Columbus' sail boats launch you. From here it's clear 
sailing through almost 300 pages of deeds, innovations, events, inventions and of 
course the personalities who carried them off- over the period from 1500 to the 
present- years that saw the coming and the going of the clipper, the freebooters, 
the China Trade, wheelers and the canal era, our young navy, slavers, steamboats, 
the Monitor and the Merrimac- on down to the battle for Okinawa- with side voyages 
into modern sailboat racing and the thumbnail histories of such lone dogs as Joshua 
Slocum who sailed the globe solo in his Spray. A swell gift for anyone with the 
tiniest grain of salt. (Publ.) (LC: 53-8303) 
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Ylla & Leakey, L. S. B. Harper ® 
ANIMALS IN AFRICA $7.50 


Fascinating textual commentary by the director of Nairobi's Museum of Natural 
History and marvelous photographs by famous Ylla whose work needs no introduction tell of 
the animals in the East African parks and game reserves. Giraffes and zebras, lions, 
hippos, rhinos and buffaloes, varieties of antelope, elephants, and then leopards, monkeys, 
crocodiles and big birds are the chapter by chapter animal subjects. The lions get their 
share, as you'll see from the stories and pictures of the beast who perhaps attracts human- 
ity more than any other. And as Ylla moved from district to district, with her seven 
cameras, there is the eye and sharpness of a true and patient hunter, not only in her own 
comments for the pictures and techniques she used, but in the expression in her photography 
itself that is gentle, fierce, humorous yet not a human or sentimental comment. A fine 
record, showing animals as they are, and beautifully timed for Christmas giving. (Publ. ) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Pa ge 
519 Atwater, M. M.- BYWAYS IN HANDWEAVING- from 11/10 to 2/10/54 (Macmillan) 
589(J) Longstreth, M.- THE SCARLET FORCE- from 10/? to 11/24 (Macmillan) 

15 La Follette, B. C. & F.- ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE- from 10/27 to 12/7 (Macmillan) 
616 Thruelsen, R._ TRANSOCEAN- from 10/28 to 11/30 (Henry Holt) 
688 Walker, E. P.- THE MONKEY BOOK- from 11/17 to 2/16/54 (Macmillan) 
691 Shepherd, Roy- HISTORY OF THE ROSE- from 12/8 to 2/23/54 (Macmillan) 
706 Price, Roger- DROODLES- from 11/9 to 11/23 (Simon & Schuster) 
713 Walter, Eugene~- THE UNTIDY PILGRIM- from 1/6 to 1/27 (Lippincott) 
723 Smith, Shelley- AN AFTERNOON TO KILL- definite date 1/20 (Harper) 

729 ~+Bruckner, Leona- TRIUMPH OF LOVE- from 1/11 to 1/18 (Simon & Schuster) 
72 Eade, Charles- £d - CHURCHILL BY HIS CONTEMPORARIES- from 1/10 to 1/22 

(Simon & Schuster) 
730 Ross & McLaughlin-fds THE PORTABLE RENAISSANCE READER - — to 12/7 
Viking 








